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world; I say, they all smell of the fire and brimstone,
are born of hell, their invisible world is evidently
to be understood the infernal world, and their
study of the sacred sciences is neither more or less,
to speak in the common dialect, than dealing with
the Devil; there it begins, and there it must and
will end.

What else means their philosophic cant of
mingling the supernatural essences, their confound-
ing the terms of religion and things divine, with
the dreams and the jargon of their unsignifying
language ? loosing the name of God, Devil, Heaven,
Hell, in the cant of their trade, and the laboured
expressions of sacred flame, mental fire, immortal
spirit, perfection, corruption, illuminating genius,
and a vast throng of words, tending to amuse the
foolish, and distract the wise; tending to destroy
religion and all the solid establishment of heaven,
whether for the felicity of the just, or punishment
of the wicked ?

Had their magic any tokens of a truly divine
institution, of a heavenly original, and was this de-
monstrated by its confirming and conforming to
the principles of either natural or revealed religion,
something might be said for it; or was its tendency
to establish, not bewilder the understanding, and
to fix the knowledge of the true God in the minds
of men; was it qualified to establish our faith in
divine illuminations, and truly to direct our worship
and homage to him, encouraging at the same time
peace, justice, humility, and every Christian virtue;
were this the case, we should not dispute with
them the converse of spirits between us cind the
invisible world, the spirits uncased and fled from
hence, with the spirits yet embodied, by an invisible
and inconceivable communication. But leave it as
it is, a matter indifferent to us at present, till it
comes to be understood better when we arrive there.